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The term can be used in three different senses. it can 
refer to an academic discipline, the study of he orient, 
secondly, to a style of thought based upon a distinction 
for dealing with the orient for describin&y controlling it, 


to use said’ sown words “manipulating it"4 
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Albert Hourani thinks that the main reason among 
the Christians and Muslims which led them apart 
was that there existed holy wars of crusade and 


Jihad. 5 
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Orientalism developed or rather started in the eighteenth 


century when British -Franco imperialism in the far and 


near east served the cause of European esteem7 
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For almost a millennium Europe felt itself challenged by 
this last monotheistic religion, which claimed to complete 
two predecessors8 
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Struggle between these rival systems has now lasted for 


some fourteen centuries. it began with the advent of 


Islam, in the seventh century, and has continued virtually 


to the presented day. 9 
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They are the study of Muslim civilization, the 

collection of Arabic manuscripts in European libraries. 
the establishment of catalogs of manuscripts, the 
publication of numerous important works. the lesson 
of method thus given to oriental scholar, the 


organization of orientalist congresses, the editing of 


of studies frequently deficient and erroneous from a 
linguistic point of view. But precise in the method, and 
finally this movement has contributed to arousing the 
naiional consciousness in the different countries of 
the orient and to activating the movement of scientific 


renaissance and the awakening of the ideal.10 
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What Islam borrowed from the outside was dressed up 
as hadith ...passages from the old and New Testament, 
rabbinic sayings quotes from apocryphal gospels and 
even doctrines of Greek philosophers and maxims of 
Persian and Indian wisdom gained entrance into Islam 


disguised as utterances of the Prophet.13 
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The entire body of normative tradition presently in 


existence was forged for a purposel5 
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Sunnah of the Prophet is almost entirely fabricated 
and created 16. 
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The criticism leveled at the Isnad, is very 

thoroughgoing, and some strong arguments are 
brought forward to suggest that use of isnads is a 
late development, but one hesitates to accept it to 


the full extent ...One wonders whether the argument 


is not too sweeping19 
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Any conclusion about the traditions, their transmission 
or the isnad system, etc. based on the study of legal 


literature would be faulty and unreliable. 
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Hardly any of thesis traditions, as far as matters of 
religious law are concerned, can be considered 


authentic 20 
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Schacht's claim that the Prophet's authority was not legal 
and that the first caliphs did not appoint Qadies and that the 
conception of Islamic way of life is the production of pious 
persons individual reasoning is absurd and contrary to facts 
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To quote his own words, the concept of the sunnah 
did not emerge at a later stage, but sunnah constituting 


authoritative second source of the shariah was a 


product of the late second century 23 
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